124

PRINCIPLES OF WOOL COMBING

and after being averaged so thoroughly it is most
unlikely that any irregularity can be visible.

Some more perfect method which would apply oil
to small and large lots alike, with absolute regularity,
would be at least a theoretical improvement, and a
machine which claims to fulfil these conditions is now
in use; but it is a cumbrous arrangement, and some-
what costly. There is a cast-metal oil tank A (Fig. 44),
into which a large square plunger B is lowered by

screw gearing, driven
from the machine.
The oil is displaced as
the weight descends,
and runs over a lip
of the tank C direct
on to the sliver pass-
ing underneath. If
the oil were to remain
level with the lip
when the machine was
standing it would con-
tinue to drip for a long
FIG. 44.                     time, and to prevent

this happening there

is a second plunger attached by a cord D to the starting
lever, in such a way that, when the machine is running,
the plunger rests on the bottom, but is raised several
inches when the machine stops. The raising of the
plunger naturally lowers the level of the oil sufficiently
to prevent any dripping.

The Grilling Process, through which the dried sliver
now goes, is exactly similar in theory to all those
described under the head of preparing, and for long
wool the sixth preparing-box would do equally well to
follow the backwashing. There is, therefore, no need

